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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 28 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 28 lines 9-12 recite "...together with an identification of the subscriber ,who 
has given the message, subscriber's address messages to subscribers..." it is unclear 
and confusing if "..the subscriber.." is relating to the transmitting subscriber or the 
receiving subscriber, or if the subscriber is the same subscriber that gives the message. 
Furthermore, it is unclear what "...subscriber's address messages" refers to, the 
subscriber's message being given or a subscriber's address being sent as a message. 

Claim 28, lines 13-14, recite "...the list of the respective subscriber, the said 
subscriber..." lacks antecedent basis. It is unclear which subscriber it is referring to. 
Appropriate clarification or correction is required(i.e. distinguishing subscribers as a 
transmitting, receiving, identified, single, or grouped subscriber). 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 19-36 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Carleton et al., Patent #6,069,940. 

Regarding claim 19, Caiieton teaches a message exchange for receiving and 
storing spoken messages and transmitting these messages to one or more subscribers, 
to whom the messages are addressed, in a public switched telephone network, to which 
the message exchange is connected, wherein the message exchange(Fig.l) comprises: 
an address module in order to store a plurality of lists with subscriber identifications, the 
lists being assigned, in each case, to at least one subscriber in the telephone network 
(col. 10 lines 29-47), and, in the address module, certain subscriber identifications in a 
list of a subscriber being combined into a group(col.10 lines 48-61); 
a receiving module in order to receive the messages from subscribers in the telephone 
network via the telephone network and store them, in each case, together with an 
identification of the subscriber who has placed the message (col.10 lines 29-61); 
a speech recognition module, which makes it possible for a subscriber to determine, by 
means of spoken language, subscribers and/or groups of subscribers to whom a 
message is supposed to be addressed (col.9 lines 46-58 and col.10 lines 29-61) 
a transmission module in order to transmit stored messages, by means of an automatic 
call, to the determined subscribers and/or groups of subscribers and a reply module for 
receiving and storing replies of a subscriber to whom messages are transmitted (Fig.1 
and col. 10 lines 29-61). 
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Regarding claim 20, Carleton teaches the message exchange according to claim 
19, wherein the speech recognition module makes it possible for a subscriber to create 
administer the lists by means of spoken language (col. 10 lines 29-61). 

Regarding claim 21, Carleton teaches the message exchange according to claim 
19, wherein a subscriber identification comprises the name of the respective subscriber 
(col. 10 lines 29-61). 

Regarding claim 22, Carleton teaches the message exchange according to claim 
19, wherein a subscriber identification comprises the call number of the respective 
subscriber(col.10 lines 29-61). 

Regarding claim 23, Carleton teaches the message exchange according to claim 
19, wherein certain subscriber identifications are stored as voice signals(col.10 lines 29- 
61; spoken header). 

Regarding claim 24, Carleton teaches the message exchange according to claim 
19, wherein the message exchange comprises at least one tariff table, which makes it 
possible for the transmission module to transmit certain messages at times having 
economical tariffs(Fig.1, col.6 lines 33-67, and col. 10 lines 48-61). 

Regarding claim 25. Carleton teaches the message exchange according to claim 
19 wherein the message exchange comprises a table with statistical information on the 
traffic load in the telephone network, which makes it possible for the transmission 
module to transmit certain messages at times of low traffic load (Fig.1 , col.6 lines 33-41 , 
61-67, and col. 10 lines 48-61). 
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Regarding claim 26, Carleton teaches the message exchange according to claim 
19, wherein the reply module can receive a reply, store and transmit, to the addressed 
subscribers, messages from a subscriber to whom messages were sent, which 
messages can be addressed to a group of subscribers (col. 10 lines 29-61). 

Regarding claim 27, Carleton teaches the message exchange according claim 
19, wherein a list also contains access rights (col. 6 lines 61-67). 

Regarding claim 28, Carleton teaches a method of receiving and storing spoken 
messages, and transmitting these messages to one or more subscribers in a public 
switched telephone network comprising; 

storing a plurality of lists, with subscriber identifications, in a message exchange 
connected to the telephone network, the lists being assigned, in each case, to at least 
one subscriber in the telephone network, and certain subscriber identifications in a list of 
a subscriber being combined in a group (col. 10 lines 29-61); 
receiving, in the message exchange, messages of subscribers in the public switched 
telephone network via the said telephone network and storing, in each case, together 
with an identification of the subscriber, who has given the message, subscriber's 
address messages to subscribers and/or groups of subscribers by designating to the 
message exchange the respective subscribers or groups of subscribers by means of 
spoken language (col. 10 lines 29-61); 

identifying, by use of a speech recognition module, the list of the respective subscriber, 
the said subscribers and/or groups of subscribers designated by the subscriber (col. 10 
lines 29-61); 
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transmitting, by means of an automatic call with the message exchange, stored 
messages to the identified subscribers and/or groups of subscribers; and 
receiving and storing, by means of the message exchange, replies of a subscriber, to 
whom messages were transmitted (col. 10 lines 29-61) 

Regarding claim 29. Carleton teaches the method according to claim 28, wherein 
certain subscriber identifications are stored as voice signals (col. 10 lines 29-61). 

Regarding claim 30. Carleton teaches the method according to claim 28, wherein 
status information is stored concerning the transmission of messages to subscribers, 
and messages not successfully transmitted can be repeatedly transmitted (col. 10 lines 
48-61). 

Regarding claim 31. Carleton teaches the method according to claim 28, wherein 
at least one tariff table is monitored, and certain messages are transmitted to addressed 
subscribers at economical tariff times(Fig.1, col.6 lines 33-67, and col. 10 lines 48-61). 

Regarding claim 32. Carleton teaches the method according to claim 28, wherein 
statistical information on the traffic load in the telephone network is stored in a table, 
and certain messages are transmitted to the addressed subscribers at times of low 
traffic load(Fig.1, col.6 lines 33-67, and col. 10 lines 48-61). 

Regarding claim 33. Carleton teaches the method according to claim 28, wherein 
certain messages are transmitted via the lnternet(Fig.1,col.1 lines 21-51, and col. 10 
lines 48-67). 

Regarding claim 34. Carleton teaches the method according to claim 28, wherein 
messages, from a subscriber to whom messages were sent, are received as reply, 
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stored and transmitted to the addressed subscribers, which messages can be 
addressed to a group of subscribers (Fig.1, col.6 lines 33-67, and col. 10 lines 48-61). 

Regarding claim 35, Carleton teaches the method according claims 28, wherein 
certain subscribers administer the lists by means of spoken language(Fig.1, col.6 lines 
33-67, and col. 10 lines 48-61). 

Regarding claim 36, Carleton teaches a computer-readable data carrier, which 
contains coded data representing a computer program, which makes it possible to 
control a message exchange according to claim 29 in such a way that it carries out a 
method according to claim 28(Fig.1, col.6 lines 33-67, and col. 10 lines 48-61). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph T Phan whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3206. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 9:00-6:30, in every other 
Friday. " 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on 703-305-4895. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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